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REASONS 


Humbly propoſed againſt that Part of the 
BILL, {Entituled, A BILL to prevent 
Aliſchievous Pradlices, tending to the Deſtruct inn of 
the PII HAK D-Fts HE in Devon, and 
Cornwall) which Limits the Fiſhing 
with D RIFT. NETS. 


| H E Bill recites an Act of Parliament made 14 Car. IL for Regulati- 
on of the ſaid Pilchard-Fiſhery , wherein Remedies are = 


to 
they ſhall be 


here | be fo ſeize ij to re-deliver the ſaid 
party that ſeized the ſame,at the « | ay yen 
as forfeited, unleſs the Owners of the Nets do within the ſaid ten days 


ſire in ready, in a Juſtice of Peace's hands, double the value of the ſai 
Nets, and full Colts of ſeizing the ſame, and enter into a mne of 
91 ro * and try the matter at the-: next Quarter · Seſſions the ſaid 
Co 


c. 
If this Bill paſs as it % now pen d, it will certain ey the Fi n- 
Ts 2 in effett rum —— Thouſands 2 25 —— . 
ſolutely depend upon the ſaid Fiſber | 
I. For that the Mownts-Bay, and other Bayes in the ſaid Counties, (where 
the ſaid Fiſhery is uſed) being very Bayes, and not three Leagues over, 
ſuch Boats as belong to the ſaid Bayes (if they are obliged t0 fiſh a League and 
half from the reſpective Shores) mult then Sail above four Leagues from their 
Ports, to bring t ves without the limitation in the Bill, and muſt neceſ- 
farily Sail two or three Leagues further, which will in all be fix or ſeven Leagues 
from their Ports, to keep themſelyes free from the penalty of this Act; and 
(the uſual time for laying out their Nets being about Sun- ſet) as the Wind and 
Tide may happen, — will be carried off towards the French-Coaſt,or ſo re- 
mote, as they ſhall not be able to return to the Ports they went out from, until 
their Fiſh are hecome unſit pd. he. Salted for Fumat bass 3 and very often the 
. Boats and Men in danger of Periſhing in the Sea, and (during War) of being 
taken by the Enemy. 1 k 
II. For if driving Boats do lay out their, Nets but a League and half from 
the Store, the Tide in many places runs ſo violently , that upon flowing Wa. 
tet, it will in æ ſhore time carry them within half a League of the Shore, and 
lo bring them within the penalty of this Act notwithſtanding their utmoſt en- 
deavours to the contrary. N. ; 

"TIL That the Bill gives liberty for any perſon by Warrant from a Juſtice of 
Peace to ſearch for and ſeize any Nets ſuſpeRed to have Fiſhed within the Li. 
mitation of the Act, ſo that if it ſhall happen that the Nets be driven _ 0 
ittle 


3 


* 


(.2,) 
little within a Lea en half — the Shore _ unwittingly) any per- 
— d Nets, which byrriisgcct ** 
hain who who ſe e, withent trist or by 
o we that * moſt part po » and 


anal co depen 
to depoſi ble che ralue e Security in 40 /. 
as this Act will require, hy which, means s many of them will he cuined, and 


Ts ee == IR 


note the maintenande Navigat ian. Ani it u 4. 

evident to thoſe who u | — | , that he Pilchard- 
Fiſhery a improved, and the number 7 Seamen increaſed by rbat Fiſhery ju 

ya that it u of greater Benq to the Kingdow than the Sams, and there- 
fore ought rather to be encouraged. 

I, For when (by teaſon of the — Aten and great ſtrength of the 
Pilchards, the Saynes had not that effect in r and they not comi 
to the Shores (ſo frequently as in former time they uſed to do) the Fiſhery 
with Saynes fell into decay, the poor Fiſhermen then deſtitute of Imployment, 
(their Wives and Children being forced to beg for ſubſiſtence about che-Coug- 
try) applied chemſelves to Fiſhing with Driff Nets, whereby in a ſhore gime 
they became able to maintain; their Families, without being chargeable to, cheir 
reſpective Pariſhes ; and the Fiſhery with Drife-Nets do now take yeally in 
the Mownts-Bay onh y,between four and five Thouſand Hogſheads of Pilcbards, 
and-in both che fab Counties they take at leaſt two thit parts of all the Pil 
chard: that are taken yearly. 

II. That chte Fiſhery with DriftNets is a more certain way of taking Pil. 
herds than with Saynes, for that they fiſh with Prift· Nets in any place where- 
—— —— eres he the Pacher to had thoſe who are imployed in 

ö — Arr wait Ale ph their Saynes near che Shore, and = hs 
no — can d that when they come v 
the Shore; which the Pace, ha e el 171 for many years ak 7 

In. That the behefit of — ſt Nets falls into the ha 
ſeveral Thouſands of Peopl ermens Wives and Children in 
2 their Hemp, 1 55 ma ing 65 &s : Whereas the 

with 15 18 by Certain 2 Genrlemen and Mer 
— who neyer Gd ute above a fourth Patt c of red and Netting which 
the Driſt Nets doth. ' 

IV. That the Fiſhery with Drife:Nets Imploy more People,and makes more 
Seamen than the Fiſhery with Saynes ever did, or can; for whereas the Fiſhe. 
ry with Seynes in the fad Mam, Bay did not — any lime Imploy above 500 
men (whereof 200 were Hus band · men, ho on nly aſſiſted them from the ſhore) 
the Fiſhery with Drife-Nets in the ſaid A- Bay, Implays between four and 
five hundred Boats, and in cach t from tliree to five men (and ſo propor- 
tionabl in other place) 0 that t men arg increaſed by Teaſon of the Fi. 
ſhery with Drife- Nets, to EA the numbe that were at any time Sony 
oy the Saynes. 

' Now whereas tlie! for taking Pilchard; wirh' Say, kate al. 


-- ways been carried on by Gentlemen 75 Merchants (who pond 
u 7 25 projuldiedd-in del Fiſh Ser oo 5 iy Nets) 
he Fiſhery with Drift Nets un ert poor ndigens- 
te FT be reaſonably ſuppoſe Nth 45 ec eke 
e have had tke laff 2 years, 101 doubicleſs have fu ipplied 
fect in the ſaid Stature 14 Cir; 2. by lay laying 3 es, & 
now propoſed by this Bill) it were nor evident; t he Fier KT) 
Drift-Nets was of great impprtance both to Trade and Navigation 
And if it were not 805 hit fit in times of publick Ar 12 
Trade to put any greater Refiraints' or Penalties on dhe 
Drit- Nets, e ie may be now mote confilling with —1 1 
Circumſſances of Aſſairs, toõ do a thing ſo dontrary to the Tntereft 5 
Kingdom, is here humbly ſubmitted co be conſidered of, as allo dx 
means may reaſonably be propaſcd to ſupport the great number of Peg 
ple — rr en want 0 oymennt, efpecialy in'the Weſt parts of. 
Cornwa 
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